Homozygous beta thalassemia in an African-American pediatric patient.
Homozygous beta-thalassemia in an African-American pediatric patient is rare. In homozygous, beta-thalassemia there are characteristic changes due to severe chronic hemolytic anemia. Orofacial characteristics of homozygous beta-thalassemia result from expansion of bone marrow causing skull and facial deformities. This expansion causes clinically recognizable maxillary hyperplasia, severe protrusion of the middle third of the face, and anterior displacement of the incisors producing a typical faces historically referred to as "Cooley's face." The orofacial characteristics of an African American pediatric patient are described in detail.